AND   FRANCIS-JOSEPH	53
Another reason why Princess Charlotte and her husband
are forced to conform themselves to the command, by
means of which the sovereign keeps them almost perma-
nently at Breslau, is that Prince Bernhardt has little or
no money at all, as long as his father lives, and that the
couple are, therefore, almost entirely dependent upon the
allowance which the princess receives as a member of the
reigning house of Prussia. Now it is the kaiser who, as
chief of the family of Hohenzollern, controls all its vast
private possessions, and, if at any time, a member of the
House of Prussia declines to yield obedience to his orders,
he is empowered by the statutes of the Hohenzollern fam-
ily to suspend the allowances of those guilty of such insub-
ordination. Thus it is greatly because they are so poor
that the prince and princess invariably travel incognito
when they go abroad, although it has been asserted that
the kaiser carries his irritation against his sister to the
extent of declining to permit her to leave Germany, save
on the understanding that neither she nor her husband will
anywhere exact, or receive the honors due to their royal rank.
At the time of the visit of the Emperor and Empress of
Germany to Rome, during the silver-wedding festivities of
King Humbert and Queen Marguerite of Italy, Prince
Bernhardt and Princess Charlotte were in the Eternal City,
entirely ignored by the Italian court, as well as by all the
foreign royalties present. Indeed, while the emperor, and
even the pettiest foreign princelets invited for the occasion,
were driving about the streets and parks in royal equipages,
the kaiser's sister and brother-in-law had to content them-
selves with the dingiest of hack cabs, and also with the
role of ordinary sight-seers.
Those who imagine that Princess Charlotte prefers an
incognito role to that of a royal princess are singularly

